





























emergency homeless shelters, domestic violence shelters, transitional housing programs and those

staying in unsheltered settings, such as abandoned buildings and other places not meant for human
habitation.

We are asking for your support of the 2013 Point-in-Time count. Attached is a map of the counties that
were asked to participate in the 2009 and 2011 Point-in-Time counts. The Balance of State Continuum
of Care uses a sampling of counties and extrapolates the data collected from those counties to provide
estimates for the entire Balance of State Continuum. Please note if your county was included in the
2009 count, we will be depending on you in 2013. Please let me know if need additional resources for
the count.

If your county is not listed and you would like your county to be included in the count, please contact
me at 785-354-4990 or email me at doug@kshomeless.com

Please share this with the appropriate person in your county who could assist with planning the point-in-
time count in your community.

Sincerely,

Doug Wallace

BoS Coordinator

Kansas Statewide Homeless Coalition
501 SE Jefferson, Suite 30

Topeka, KS 66607

785-354-4990
doug@kshomeless.com
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Governing Board Chair Uniting People - Creating Opportunity www.sek-cap.com

Southeast Kansas Community Action Program, Inc.

Recipient of the “Award for Excellence” in Community Action

To:  Allen County Commissioners

From: SEK-CAP, Inc., on behalf of the
Southeast Kansas Regional Homeless Provider Network

Re:  Upcoming Count of the Homeless Population
Dear Commissioner,

The Southeast Kansas Regional Homeless Provider Network is a diverse coalition of representatives
from homeless shelters, Public Housing Authorities, school districts, and mental and county health
offices. We work to ensure homeless citizens in our region are able to access the services they most
need, while striving to ensure none of our services are duplicated. As SEK-CAP’s Director of
Research, Planning, and Grants Development, | have the opportunity to serve as the coordinator for
this regional group.

Our region works with the Kansas Statewide Homeless Coalition to bring financial resources to the
state of Kansas and to our region. One of the tasks that we perform is a yearly count of homeless
persons; this data informs the grant writing that in turn brings funding into our state. In the past, not all
Southeast Kansas counties have been counted; for instance, in 2009, only data from Allen, Bourbon,
Montgomery, and Cherokee counties were reported to state and Federal entities.

This year, however, our regional network has elected to count all homeless people in every county.
We feel this information is important to us as providers, as it will help us strategically plan our
programs and coordination efforts. We also feel that this information could be useful to county and
city officials as you enter into your planning processes. Ultimately, if we can clearly define the state of
homelessness in Southeast Kansas, we can continue to work collaboratively to find solutions, secure
Federal resources, and move families into housing.

The 2013 count will take place during the last 10 days in January, during which time our agencies and
our volunteer partners will collect data regarding where people lodged on the night of January 23",
2013. If you have county resources you would like to apply to this effort, or know the location of
potential homeless populations, please let me know —my contact information is below.

Thank you for your support in this effort. I will be sure you are apprised of the local results in the
months following the count.

Respectfully,

Becky Gray

Director of Research, Planning, and Grants Development
620-724-8204, extension 1028

beckyg@sek-cap.com



Point-in-Time Count
What is it?

A point-in-time count is an unduplicated count on a single night of the people in a community who are
experiencing homelessness.

e HUD required

e Bi-annual

e Last week of January, yearly; in 2013, it is January 23".
o (SEK Region will do a summer count, too)

Why do it?
Point-in-time counts are important because they:
e establish the dimensions of the problem of homelessness
e help policymakers and program administrators track progress
e inform public opinion
e increase public awareness
e attract resources that will lead to the eradication of the problem

Who is involved?
The Southeast Kansas Regional Homeless Providers Network is coordinating the count in your county.
Please assist our efforts by making two simple commitments:

1. Have your road crews watch for signs of people camping in state lands, and inform your county
contact if so.

2. Have your county Sherriff's department also watch for these signs. Furthermore, ask them to
accompany our county coordinators and their volunteers, if requested.

3. Have your County Health Departments agree to assist with the count by filling out a survey for a
few days during the last week in January.

Save the Date!

The Kansas Statewide Homeless Summit
April 15-17", 2013
Pittsburg, Kansas



150™ Anniversary Encampment
Commemorating the October 6, 1863
Battle of Baxter Springs

October 5-6, 2013, Baxter Springs, KS.

e Union Encampment at Fort Blair Site (The guerilla forces of William Quantrill
attacked the frontier Union fort, and were repulsed by the Second Kansas Colored
Infantry and members of the Wisconsin : Infantry. Shortly after, Quantrill

attacked an approaching military wagon train just north of the fort resulting in the
massacre of nearly 100 union soldiers.)

e Quantrill Encampment at nearby site in Springs Park.
e Indian Home Guard Encampment at nearby site (tentative).

Many activities to view-ma

y opportunities for interaction with interpreters. No fees for re-
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enactor groups, venaors

r the public. Listed are some of the activities already confirmed.
Living History Presentations at the Heritage Center presented by the Baxter Springs Historical
Society and the Cherokee County Arts Association.

= Art show at the Heritage Center featuring the work of Dan Woodward, Civil War artist.
= Self Guided tours of the marked Civil War Sites in Baxter Springs.

Ladies’ Tea and Fashion Show at historic Lea manor, an 1869 vintage home.
= Ball at eventide on Saturday at the Heritage Center.

®  Musicians, Artillery Demonstrations, Drills at Fort Blair Site.

®=  Two days of children’s activities for all ages.

= Sutlers Row in Springs Park.

= Period appropriated food vendors for public.

® Civilian Crafts Demonstrations.

® Three historic homes for viewing.

® Much more, including strolling story tellers and musicians.

The Baxter Springs Heritage Center is located at 8™ and East Avenue. Fort Blair is
ocated at 7" and Military Road.

nformation can be obtained from: heritagectr@embargmail.com www.baxterspringsmuseum.org



